


Thefirst USSTiconderoga — amerchant steamer
builtin 1814 at Vergennes, Vermont — was purchased
by the Navy at L ake Champlain and converted to schoo-
ner rigging. It wasrelaunched asaNavy vessel on May
12, 1814.

Ticonderoga rendered gallant servicewith Captain
ThomasM acdonough’ ssquadron during the Battleof Lake
Champlain on Sept. 11, 1814. Commanded by Lt.
Stephen Cassin, Ticonderoga compelled sloop HMS
Finch (formerly USSGrowler) to surrender after riddling
her with shot and forcing her aground. She aso assisted

Medal of Honor recipient, Robert Summers,
Chief Quartermaster, USS Ticonderoga. Medal
awarded for action during the Battle for Fort
Fisher, N.C., December 1864-January 1865.
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in the capture of sloop HMS Chubb (formerly USS
Eagle), and repelled severd boarding attemptsby British
gunboats.

Midshipman Hiram Paulding, acrew member during
the battle, used his pistol to discharge acannon when
firing matches proved defective. During thetwo-and-one-
ha f-hour engagement, Sx membersof Ticonderoga’'screw
werekilled, and six otherswerewounded.

After thewar, Ticonderogawaslaid up at Whitehall,
New York. A decadelater, she was pronounced unwor-
thy of repair and sold at public saleon July 19, 1825.

The second USSTiconderoga (1863) waslaid down
by the New York Navy Yard in 1861; launched on 16
October 1862; sponsored by Miss Katherine Heaton
Offley; and commissioned at New York on 12 May 1863,
CommodoreJ. L. Lardner incommand.

Ticonderoga sailed south on June 5, 1863, for duty
asflagship of the West Indies Squadron. After stopping
at Philadelphia, the ship arrived at Cape Haitien on June
12. She patrolled waters off the Virgin Ilands, Barba-
dos, Tobago, Trinidad, and Curacao protecting Union
commerce.
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Ticonderoga returned to Philadel phiafor repairsin
September. Shewasrelieved asflagship of the squadron
in October and sent to the Boston Navy Yard.

Operating out of Boston, Ticonderoga searched un-
successfully off Nova Scotiafor the captured steamer
Chesapeakefrom Dec. 1110 16. In June 1864, she hunted
Confederate commerceraidersoff theNew England coadt,
putting into Portland harbor, Maine, on June 26. There,
Ticonderoga received atelegram on July 10 ordering her
to track down and destroy the marauding Confederate
raider CSSFlorida.

Her search lasted for several months and carried
Ticonderoga asfar south as Cape San Roque, but was
stopped because of mechanica troublesand insufficient
fuel. Shereturned to Philade phialatein October.

Ticonderoga |eft Philadel phiabound for Hampton
Roads, Va., on Oct. 31. Shewas assigned to the North
Atlantic Blockading Squadron on Nov. 4 and deployed
off Wilmington, N.C.

Ticonderoga participated in thefirst, unsuccessful,
attempt to take Fort Fisher, N.C., on Dec. 24-25. On
thefirst day of the assault, elght men werekilled and 20
otherswounded, when a 100-pound Parrott cannon ex-
ploded. A landing party from Ticonderoga assisted inthe
capture of thefort on 15 January 1865.

Congressional Medal of Honor recordslist 10 men
who received theMeda of Honor for their serviceaboard

Sloop—of—War USS Ticonderoga in Philadelphia Navy Yard, circa April 1864

USSTiconderoga during the Battlefor Fort Fisher. The
10 arelisted inthe box below.

Ticonderoga joined the South Atlantic Blockading
Squadron on Jan. 19. After abrief tour of duty, sheleft

Medal of Honor Recipients
USS Ticonderoga,

Battleof Fort Fisher, N.C.
December 1864 - January 1865

Richard Binder, Sergeant of Marines, U.S. Marine Corps
Edward Bowman, Quartermaster, U.S. Navy,

William Campbell, Boatswain’s Mate, U.S. Navy

Isaac Fry, Orderly Sergeant, U.S. Marine Corps

Joseph Hayden, Quartermaster, U.S. Navy

Thomas Jones, Coxswain, U.S. Navy

George Prance, Captain of the Main Top, U.S. Navy
William Shipman, Coxswain, U.S. Navy

Robert Summers, Chief Quartermaster, U.S. Navy

William Taylor, Captain of the Forecastle, U.S. Navy




for Philadelphiain March, and was decommissioned on
May 5, 1965.

Ticonderoga was recommissioned for servicewith
the European Squadron in 1866. Sheremained with the
sguadron through 1869, visiting portsinthe Mediterra-
nean, and aong the English, European and African coasts.

Thevessal wasextensively repairedin 1870 andre-
ported for duty with the South Atlantic Squadron at Rio
deJaneiroonAug. 23, 1871. After morethan two years
of serviceonthe coast of South America, shewasreas-
signed to the North Atlantic Squadronin January 1874.

Theship wasdecommissioned for thesecondtimeat
Portsmouth, N.H., on Oct. 24, 1874.

Ticonderoga wasrecommissioned on Nov. 5, 1878,
and ordered to embark upon acruise around theworld.
Theexpedition, commanded by Commodore Robert W.

Originally a German steamer built in 1914 at
Bremerhaven, Germany, the ship was seized by United
States customs officialsin 1917, and turned over to the
Navy. It wasfitted out asan animal transport, renamed
Ticonderoga, and commissioned at BostonintheNava
Overseas Transportation Service(NOTS) on Jan. 5, 1918.
Lt.Cmdr. JamesJ. Madison, USNRF, wasthe command-
ing officer.

Ticonderoga departed Boston on Jan. 16, 1918, and
reached Newport News, Va,, threedays|ater. There, she
loaded acargo of automobiles, trucks, animals, and other
Army suppliesbeforemoving north to New York City to
join a convoy which sailed for France on Feb. 20.
Ticonderoga entered port at Brest on March 7, and de-
parted Franceon March 23, to return to the United States.
Shearrived at New York onApril 8, and then headed for
Norfolk, Va., thefollowing day to undergo repairsand
takeon cargo beforereturning to New York onApril 30.

Ticonderoga steamed out of New York harbor once
more on May 3, bound for Europe. She reached Brest

4

Shufeldt, was of acommercial nature, intended to ex-
pand exigting traderel ations and establish new ones.

Ticonderoga sailed eastward from Hampton Roads
on Dec. 7, and stopped at ports including Madeira,
Monrovia, Cape Town, Aden, Bombay, Penang,
Singapore, Manila, Hong Kong, Nagasaki, Fusan, Ho-
nolulu, and San Francisco. Ticonderoga arrived at Mare
Idand, Calif., for extensiverepairson Nov. 9, 1880.

During the ship’stwo-year mission, shevisited more
than 40 ports and steamed more than 36,000 mileswith-
out amishap.

Ticonderogareturned to New York onAug. 23, and
decommissioned for thefina timeon Sept. 10, 1882. The
shipwasdeclared unfit for further serviceand soldinBos-
tononAug. 5, 1887, to ThomasButler & Company.

——— The President of the United Sates
in the name of The Congress
takes pleasure in presenting the

i Medal of Honor

== to

v MADISON, JAMES JONAS

Rank and Organi zation:

Lieutenant Commander,

U.S. Naval Reserve Force.

Born: 20 May 1884, Jersey City,

N.J. Appointed from: Mississippi.

Citation:

For exceptionally heroic service in a position of great
responsibility as commanding officer of the USS.
Ticonderoga, when, on 4 October 1918, that vessel was
attacked by an enemy submarine and was sunk after a
prolonged and gallant resistance. The submarine opened fire
at arange of 500 yards, the first shots taking effect on the
bridge and forecastle, 1 of the 2 forward guns of the
Ticonderoga being disabled by the second shot. The fire was
returned and the fight continued for nearly 2 hours. Lt. Cmdr..
Madison was severely wounded early in the fight, but caused
himself to be placed in achair on the bridge and continued to
direct the fire and to maneuver the ship. When the order was
finally given to abandon the sinking ship, he became
unconscious from loss of blood, but was lowered into a
lifeboat and was saved, with 23 others, out of atotal number
of 236 on board.

on May 18, and proceeded southeast along the coast of
Franceto the Gironde estuary where she unloaded her
cargo andtook on ballast for thereturnvoyage. Thetrans-
port put to seaon 10 June and entered Hampton Roads
15 dayslater.

Ticonderogatook on another Army shipment at New-
port Newsand joined an east-bound convoy at New York



A plague citing Lt.Cmdr. James
Madison’s Medal of Honor citation is
one of 17 in Naval Sation Pascagou-
la’'s Medal of Honor Park, which pays
tribute to men from Mississippi who
earned the nation’s highest military
honor.

onJuly 12. Shedelivered her cargo at the Gironde estu-
ary oncemore, and remained until Aug. 21, before head-
inghome.

Ticonderoga loaded more Army cargo at Norfolk
between Sept. 5and 19. Shethen steamed to New York,
where she joined aconvoy bound for Europe on Sept.
22,

During the night of Sept. 29, thetransport developed
enginetroubleand dropped behind the convoy. At 0520
on Sept. 30, acrew member sighted the German subma:

Thefourth ship named Ticonderogawas originally
laid down as Hancock on Feb. 1, 1943, at Newport
News, Va., by the Newport News Shipbuilding & Dry
Dock Co. It wasrenamed Ticonderogaon May 1, 1943,
launched on Feb. 7, 1944, and commissioned at the Nor-
folk Navy Yard on May 8, 1944, Capt. DixieKieferin
command.

Early Service

Ticonderoga remained at Norfolk for amost two
monthsoutfitting and embarkingAir Group 80.

OnJune 26, the carrier shaped acoursefor the Brit-
ishWest Indies. She conducted air operationsand drills
along theway, and reached Port of Spain, Trinidad, on
June 30. For the next 15 days, Ticonderoga trained in-

rine U-152 running on the surface, and the ship prepared
for action.

For the next two hours, her gun crewsfought theen-
emy inalosing battle. The U-boat’sgunnersput her for-
ward gun out of commission after six shots, but crew
members operating the 6-inch gun aft continued theun-
even battle.

Almost every man on board Ticonderoga, including
the captain, suffered wounds. Eventudly, thesubmarine's
two 5.9-inch guns succeeded in silencing Ticonderoga's
remaining gun. At 0745, Ticonderoga slipped beneath
thesea.

Of the 237 sailors and soldiers embarked, only 24
survived. Twenty-two of thosesurvivorswereinonelife
boat and were rescued by the British seamer SSMoorish
Princefour dayslater. The other two, the executive of -
ficer and thefirst assi stant engineer, were taken prisoner
onthe U-boat and eventually landed at Kiel, Germany,
when U-152 completed her cruise.

Ticonderoga’'s name was subsequently struck from
theNavy lig.

_—
The fourth USS Ticonderoga (CV 14) was
an Essex-class aircraft carrier, shown here
in September 1944 off the coast of San
Diego, loaded with aircraft headed for the
war in the Pacific.

tensvely toweld her air group and crew into an efficient
wartimeteam.

After returning to Norfolk, the ship wasdeployed to
the Pacific Ocean. Shetransited the PanamaCanal on
Sept. 4, and steamed up the coast to San Diego. The
carrier loaded provisions, fuel, aviation gas, and an addi-
tional 77 planes, aswell asthe Marine Corpsaviation
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USS Ticonderoga (CV 14) just prior to launching its first air strike near Luzon in the

Philippines on Nov. 5, 1944. It is painted in camouflage colors.

and defense unitsin San Diego, and sailed on Sept. 15
for Hawaii, arriving five daysl ater.

Ticonderoga remained at Pearl Harbor for amost a
month. Sheand Carina (AK-74) conducted experiments
inthe underway transfer of aviation bombsfromacargo
shiptoanaircraft carrier. Following thosetests, she con-
ducted air operations— day and night landingsand anti-
arcraft defensedrills— until Oct. 18, when shedeparted
Pear| Harbor for thewestern Pecific.

Ticonderoga arrived at Ulithi Atoll inthe Western
Carolineson Oct. 29. There she embarked Rear Adm.
A. W. Radford, Commander, Carrier Division 6, and
joined Task Force (TF) 38 as a unit of Rear Adm.
Frederick C. Sherman’sTask Group (TG) 38.3.

World War |l Service
(Philippine Campaign)

Ticonderoga sortied with TF 38 on Nov. 2, and aided
inproviding air cover for ground forcescapturingtheis-
land of Leyte. Shelaunched her first air strikeon Nov. 5.
Theship'sair group spent the next few days pummeling
enemy shipping near Luzon and attacking air instalations
ontheidandsof Zablan, Manda uyong and Pasig.

Ticonderoga’s planesjoined those of other carriers
toadinthesnking of the Japanese heavy cruiser Nachi.
Additionaly, Ticonderoga pil ots shot down six Japanese
aircraft, destroyed one on the ground, and damaged 23
others.

Theenemy retdiated by sending up aflock of kami-

kaze planes. Two of the suicide planessucceeded indip-
ping through the American combat air patrol and anti-
aircraft fire to crash into USS Lexington (CV-16).
Ticonderoga emerged from the airborne bonsai charge
unscathed and claimed two splashes.

Thenext day, thewarshiplaunched twofighter sveeps
and two bombing strikesagainst the Luzon airfieldsand
enemy shippinginthevicinity. Her armenreturned later
that day claiming the destruction of 35 Japanese aircraft
and attackson six enemy shipsin ManilaBay.

After refueling and receiving replacement planesthe
ship continued to pound enemy forcesinthe Philippines.
Early onthe morning of Nov. 11, her planes combined
with othersof TF 38 to attack a Japanese reinforcement
convoy, just asit waspreparing to enter Ormoc Bay from
the Camotes Sea. Together, the planes sunk all of the
enemy transportsand four of seven escorting destroyers.

OntheNov. 12 and 13, Ticonderoga and her sister
shipslaunched strikesat L uzon airfieldsand docksand
shipping around Manila. Thisraidtallied animpressive
score—thelight cruiser Kiso, four destroyers, and seven
merchant shipswere sunk.

After abrief break to takeon provisions, thecarrier
launched air strikeson central L uzon and adjacent waters
on Nov. 25. Her pilots finished off the heavy cruiser
Kumano, damaged in the Battle of Samar. L ater, they
attacked an enemy convoy about 15 miles southwest of
Dasol Bay. Thecruiser Yasoshima, amerchantman, and
threelanding shipswere sunk. Ticonderoga'sair group



rounded out their day of destruction
with anaeria rampage, shooting down
15 Japanese planesand destroying 11
ontheground.

Whileher air group busly pounded
the Japanese, Ticonderoga's ship’s
company asomadetheir presencefelt.

Just after noon, atorpedo launched
by an enemy plane broached in the
wakeof Langley (CVL-27), announc-
ing the approach of an air raid.
Ticonderoga’'sgunnersraced to their
battle stationsastheraidersmade both
conventiona and suicideatacksonthe
task group.

The USSEssex (CV-9) eruptedin
flames when one of the kamikazes
crashed into her. When a second sui-
cideplanetriedtofinish off thestricken
carrier, Ticonderoga’'sgunnersjoined
thosefiring from other shipsin cutting
the plane’s approach abruptly short.
That afternoon, while damage control
parties fought Essex’s fires, Ticon-
deroga extended her hospitality tothe
carrier’'shomelessairmen aswell asto Intrepid (CV-11)
pilotswhaose ship had a so been damages by kamikaze
srikes.

Ticonderoga'sairmen and their comrades continued
towreak havocinthe Philippinesin December 1944 with
astorm of destruction on enemy airfields. On Dec. 6,
Ticonderoga’sairmen and their colleagues of the other
air groups shot down or destroyed another 32 enemy
planes.

TG 38withdrew fromthefight on Dec. 16torefuel.
While attempting to find calmer waters, the task group
steamed directly through aviolent typhoon. Though the
storm cost Admiral Halsey’ sforcethree destroyersand
morethan 800 lives, Ticonderoga and the other carriers
managed torideit out with minima damage.

World War |l Service
(South China Sea combat)

TF 38 steamed boldly through the Luzon Strait and
headed southwest, diagonally acrossthe South ChinaSea
inearly January 1945.

Ticonderoga provided combat air patrol coverage,
and helped to bring down four enemy planeswhich at-
tempted to attack the formation. Otherwise, thecarriers

U.S. Navy Photo

Grumman F6F “Hellcat” fighters prepare to take off for
strikes against targets in Manila Bay during World War
I1. The two leading planes are F6F-5N night fighters,
with wing-mounted radar.

and their escorts proceeded to apoint some 150 to 200
milesoff the coast of Indochina. They launched approxi-
mately 850 planes and made a series of anti-shipping
sweepson Jan. 12, during which they sank 44 ships, to-
taling morethan 130,000 tons.

World War |l Service
(Attacks on Japanese islands)

TF 38 aircraft hit airfields on Fomosa, in the
Pescadores, and at SakishimaGunto on Jan. 21, 1945.
Thegood flying westher brought mixed blessng, whileit
allowed American flight operationsto continue through
theday, it also brought new gustsof the‘ DivineWind,’
the Japanese kamikazepilots.

Just after noon, asingle-engine Japanese planescored
ahit on Langley with aglide-bombing attack. Seconds
later, a kamikaze plunged toward Ticonderoga. He
crashed through her flight deck abreast of theNo. 2 5-
inch (127 mm) mount. The plane’sbomb exploded just
abovethehangar deck, and severa planesstowed nearby
eruptedinto flames. Death and destruction abounded, but
the ship’scompany fought vaiantly to savethethrestened
carier.

Capt. Kiefer changed courseto keep thewind from
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airplane in January 1945.

fanning the blaze. Hethen ordered magazines and other
compartmentsflooded to prevent further explosionsand
to correct a10-degree starboard list. Findly, heinstructed
the damage control party to continueflooding compart-
mentson Ticonderoga'sport side. That operationinduced
a10-degreeport list which neatly dumped thefireover-
board. Firefightersand plane handlerscompleted thejob
by dousing flamesand jettisoning burning aircraft.

Additional kamikazes took advantage of
Ticonderoga’'sweakened state. Her anti-aircraft gunners
struck back with desperate, but methodical ferocity and
quickly shot down threetormentorsinto the sea.

A fourth plane dipped through the barrage and
smashed into the carrier’sstarboard side near theisland.
That plane’sbomb set more planeson fire, riddled her
flight deck, and injured or killed another 100 sailors, in-
cluding Capt. Kiefer. Ticonderoga’s crew refused to sub-
mit. Spared further attacks, they brought the firescom-
pletely under control within two hoursand Ticonderoga
retired panfully.

World War |l Service
(Repair and Relaunch)

Thestricken carrier arrived at Ulithi, acoral atoll in
the Micronesialsland, on Jan. 24, but remained there
only long enough to move her wounded to hospital ship
Samaritan (AH-10), totransfer her air group to Hancock
(CV-19), andto embark passengersbound for the United
States.

Ticonderoga repairswere compl eted at Puget Sound
Navy Yard (Feb. 15-April 20). After leaving Puget Sound,
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Flres burn on the fllght deck after the Tlconderoga Is hit by a Japanese kamikaze

Thecarrier embarked passengersand aircraft bound for
Hawaii at Naval Air Station Alameda, Calif, and headed
for Pearl Harbor.

Ticonderoga stood out of Pearl Harbor and headed
for thewestern Pacific. Enrouteto Ulithi, shelaunched
her planes for strikes on Japanese-held Taroa in the
Marshdl Idands. OnMay 22, thewarshiparrivedin Ulithi
and rejoined the Fast Carrier Task Force asan element
of Rear Admiral Radford’'sTG 58.4.

Two daysafter joining thetask force, Ticonderoga
headed north to spend the last weeks of thewar in Japa-
nese homewaters. On June 2 and 3, Ticonderoga fight-
ersstruck at airfieldson Kyushuinan effort to neutralize
theremnants of Japaneseair power, particularly theKa-
mikaze corps, and to relieve the pressure on American
forcesat Okinawa.

During thefollowing two days, Ticonderoga rode out
her second typhooninlessthan six monthsand emerged
relatively unscathed. On June6, four of her fightersinter-
cepted and destroyed three Okinawa-bound kamikazes.
After conducting afighter sweep of airfieldson southern
Kyushu on June 8, Ticonderoga’'s planesthenjoined in
theaeria bombardment of Minami Daito ShimaandKita
Daito Shima

OnJune 24, her planesjoined those of other fast car-
riersin striking shipsintheInland Seaand airfields at
Nagoya, Osaka, and Miko. During thoseraids, TF 38
planesfound the sad remnants of the once-mighty Japa
nesefleet and bagged battleships|se, Hyuga, and Haruna
aswell asan escort carrier, Kaiyo, and two heavy cruis-
ers. On July 28, her aircraft directed their effortstoward



USS Ticonderoga (CV 14)
recelved five battle stars and
three Meritorious Unit
Commendations during
World War 11.

the Kure Naval Base, where they pounded an aircraft
carrier, three cruisers, adestroyer, and asubmarine.

Sheshifted her attention to theindustrial areaof cen-
tral Honshu on June 30, then to northern Honshu and
Hokkaido onAug. 9 and 10. Thelatter attacksthoroughly
destroyed themarshaling areafor aplanned airbornesui-
cideraid onthe B-29 basesin the Marianas.

Thetwo atomic bombs dropped on Hiroshimaand
Nagasaki on Aug. 6 and 9, respectively, convinced the
Japanese of thefutility of continued resistance. Onthe
morning of Aug. 15, Ticonderoga launched itsfind strike
against Tokyo. During or just after that attack, word
reached thetask force that Japan had agreed to surren-
der.

At War’sEnd

Ticonderoga and her sister shipsremained on afull
war footing while peace was negotiated. She continued
patrolsover Japaneseterritory and sent reconnaissance
flightsin search of campscontaining Allied prisoners of
war. On Sept. 6, four daysafter theformal surrender cer-
emony aboard Missouri (BB-63), Ticonderoga entered
Tokyo Bay.

Her arrival at Tokyo ended one phase of her career
and began another. She embarked morethan 1,000 sol-
diersand saillorsand arrived in Alameda, Cdlif., on Oct.
5. Shedisembarked her passengers and unloaded cargo
before heading out againto pick up another group of vet-
erans.

Ticonderoga was atered to accommodate additional
passengers and took part in the “Magic Carpet” voy-
ages. Between December 1945 and January 1946, de-
barked almost 8,000 returning servicemen. At theend of
January, the carrier was sent to the Puget Sound Naval
Shipyardto preparefor inactivation.

Almost ayear later, on Jan. 9, 1947, Ticonderoga
was decommissioned and berthed with the Bremerton
Group of the Pacific Reserve Flest.

Redesignation to CVA 14

Ticonderoga came out of reserve and went into re-
duced commissionfor thetrangt from Bremertonto New
York on Jan. 31, 1952.

During thenext 29 months, the carrier underwent and
extengve conversion, receiving numerousmodifications
— steam catapultsto launch jets, anew nylon barricade,
anew deck-edge elevator and the latest electronic and
fire control equipment — necessary for her to becomean
integrd unit of thefleet.

On Sept. 11, 1954, Ticonderoga was recommis-
sioned at New York City, Capt. WilliamA. Schoechin
command.

The carrier shifted to her new homeport, Norfolk,
Va, in January 1955. Over the next month, she conducted
carrier qualificationswith Air Group 6 intheVirginia
Capes operating area, and conducted shakedown op-
erations off the coast of Cuba

After additional modifications, thewarship resumed
carrier quaificationsintheVirginiaCapesarea. On Nov.
4, thecarrier headed for Europe. Sherelieved Intrepid at
Gibraltar 10 dayslater and during the next el ght months,
cruised thelength of the Mediterranean.

Ticonderoga returned to Norfolk onAug. 2, 1956,
and entered the shipyard to receive an angled flight deck
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Editor’snote: Much of theinformation about the
five shipsnamed USSTiconderoga camefromthe
Dictionary of American Naval Fighting Ships
(DANFS). DANFSistheforemost reference
regarding U.S. naval vessels. Publishedinnine
volumes(from 1959t0 1991), it giveshistoriesfor
virtualy every U.S. nava vessdl. Itisnow available
online at www.history.navy.mil/danfs.
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An A-4 *Skyhawk’ lands on the deck of
USS Ticonderoga in January 1963.

and an enclosed hurricane bow. The ship then shifted its
homeport toAlameda, Cdlif. .

On Sept. 16, 1957, the carrier deployed out of San
Francisco Bay for the Far East. For six months,
Ticonderoga cruised Oriental watersfrom Japanto the
Philippines, completing itsfirst deployment tothewestern
Pecific sncerecommissioning.

Between 1958 and 1963, Ticonderoga made four
more peacetime deploymentsto thewestern Pecific. Dur-
ing each, she conducted training operationswith other
unitsof the 7th Fleet and made goodwill and liberty port
callsthroughout the Far East.

Vietnam Conflict

Early in 1964, she began preparationsfor her sixth
cruiseto thewestern Pacific and, following exercises off
thewest coast and in the Hawaiian I lands, the carrier
cleared Pearl Harbor on May 4 for what began as an-
other peaceful tour of duty intheFar East. Thefirst three
monthsof that deployment brought normal operations—
trainingand port cdls.

Whileoperating ininternational watersinthe Gulf of
TonkinonAug. 2, USSMaddox (DD-731) reported be-
ing attacked by unitsof theNorth Vietnamese Navy. Within
minutesof receiving themessage, Ticonderoga dispatched
four rocket-armed F8E “ Crusaders’ to the destroyer’s
assistance.

Arriving at the destroyer’s position, Ticonderoga's
planeslaunched Zuni rocketsand strafed the North Viet-
namese craft with 20-millimeter cannons. The
Ticonderoga airmen teamed up with Maddox gunnersto
thwart the North Viethamese attack, sinking oneboat and
damaging two others.
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Two dayslater, Ticonderoga received urgent requests
from Turner Joy (DD-951), on patrol with Maddox, for
air support inresisting another torpedo boat foray. The
carrier launched planesto aid theAmerican surface ships,
and sank two more boats and damaged another pair.

President Johnson ordered retaliatory air strikeson
selected North Vietnamese motor torpedo boat bases.

Ticonderoga and Constellation (CV-46) launched
60 sortiesagainst four basesand their supporting oil stor-
agefacilitiesonAug. 5. Those attacksresulted inthe de-
struction of 25 PT-typeboats, severe damageto the bases,
and amost completely destroying the oil storage depot.
For her quick reaction and successful combat actionson
thosethree occasions, Ticonderoga received aNavy Unit
Commendation.

Theaircraft carrier resumed normal operationsinthe
South China Seauntil winding up the deployment latein
theyear, returning tothe Naval Air Station, North Idand,
Cdlif., on 15 December 1964.

Ticonderoga’'swinter deployment of 1965 and 1966
was her first total combat tour of duty during American
involvement intheVietnam War. During her Sx monthsin
the Far East, the carrier spent atotal of 115daysinair
operationsoff the coast of Vietnam, dividing her timeal-
most evenly between “Dixi€’ and* Yankee Stations,” the
carrier operating areas off South and North Vietnam, re-
spectively. Her air group delivered over 8,000 tons of
ordnancein morethan 10,000 combat sorties, withaloss
of 16 planes, but only 5 pilots.

For themost part, her aircraft hit enemy installations
inNorthVietnam and interdicted supply routesinto South
Vietnam, including river-borne and coastwisejunk and
sampan traffic aswell asroads, bridges, and truckson
land. Specifically, they claimed the destruction of 35
bridgesaswell asnumerouswarehouses, barracks, trucks,
boats, and railroad cars and severe damage to amajor
North Vietnamesethermal power plant located at Uong
Bi north of Haiphong.

USS Ticonderoga (CVA 14)
recelved 12 battle stars and
one Meritorious Unit
Commendation during the
Vietnam conflict.
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the coast of Vietham in 1966.

Thewarship returned to the United Stateson May
13.

After anormal round of training operations, the
Ticonderoga departed San Diego, on Oct. 15, bound
for thewestern Pecific. Thecarrier arrived inthe Gulf of
Tonkin on Nov. 15, beginning thefirst of three combat
toursduring the 1966-67 depl oyment.

Shelaunched 11,650 combat sorties, al against en-
emy targetslocated in North Vietnam. Primary targets
werelogisticsand communicationslinesand transporta-
tionfacilities. For their overal effortsin the conduct of
day and night strikes on enemy targets, Ticonderogaand
her air group earned their second Navy Unit Commen-
dation. She completed her final lineperiod onApril 27,
1967, and returned to the United States.

Ticonderoga sailed for her fourth combat deploy-
ment to thewaters off the Indochinese coast on Dec. 28,
1967. Shearrived on station on Jan. 26, 1968, to began

USS Ticonderoga conducts underway replenimen h SS Ashtabula (AO 51) off
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combat operations.

Between January and July, Ticonderoga sailed off
the coast of Vietnam for five separate periodstotalling
120 daysof combat duty. During that time, her air wing
flew morethan 13,000 combat sortiesagainst North Viet-
nameseand Viet Cong forces, most frequently in the con-
tinuing attemptsto interdict the enemy linesof supply.

During her fifthand final line period, Lt.Cmdr. J. B.
Nicholsclaimed Ticonderoga'sfirst MiG kill on July 9.
Thecarrier completed that line period and entered Subic
Bay for upkeep on July 25, and then headed back to the
United States.

During thefirst month of 1969, Ticonderoga made
preparationsfor her fifth consecutive combat deployment
tothe southeast Asaarea. Over the next four monthsthe
ship served four periodson thelineoff Vietnam, interdict-
ingcommunist supply linesand making strikesagaing their
positions.
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U.S. Navy Photo

LA,

Entertainer Bob Hope tees-off on the
flight deck aboard the aircraft carrier
USS Ticonderoga (CVA 14) during his
visit to the carrier off the coast of Vietham
on Dec 26, 1965. Bob Hope and other
entertainers were on a Christmas Tour of
U.S. Military installations throughout
Vietnam.

During her second line period, however, her tour of
duty off Vietnam cameto an abrupt end onApril 16 when
shewas shifted north to the Seaof Japan. North Korean
aircraft had shot down aNavy reconnaissance planein
thearea, and Ticonderoga was called uponto strengthen
theforcesassignedto thevicinity. Thecrisisabated, and
theshipreturnedto Yankee Station” resuming interdic-
tion operations.

Conversion to CVS 14

Ticonderoga returned to San Diego on Sept. 18, and
begin conversionto an antisubmarinewarfare (ASW) air-
craft carrier. Ticonderoga was re-designated CV S-14
on Oct. 21, 1969.

During the remainder of her active career,
Ticonderoga made two more deploymentstothe Far East.
Because of her changein mission, neither tour of duty
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included combat operationsoff Vietnam. Both, however,
included training exercisesin the Sea.of Japan with ships
of the Japanese Maritime Self Defense Force.

Thefirst of thesetwo cruisesa so brought operations
in the Indian Ocean with units of the Thai Navy and a
trangt of Sunda Strait.

The ship a so operated in the eastern Pacific, and par-
ticipated in therecovery of theApollo 16 moon mission
capsuleand itsastronautsin April 1972, near American
Samoa.

The second deployment cameinthesummer of 1972;
and, inadditiontothetraining exercisesinthe Seaof Ja-
pan, Ticonderogajoined ASW training operationsinthe
South China Sea. Shereturned to the eastern Pacificin
November, and practiced for therecovery of Apollo 17.
Ticonderoga recovered her second set of space voyag-
ersnear American Samoain December 1972.

Ticonderoga remained activefor ninemore months,
first operating out of San Diego and then making prepa-
rations for inactivation. On Sept. 1, 1973, the aircraft
carrier was decommissioned after aboard of inspection
and survey found her to beunfit for further naval service.

Her namewasstruck fromthe Navy list on Nov. 16,
1973, and arrangementswere madeto sdl| her for scrap.

U.S. Navy Photo

USS Ticonderoga (CVS-14) just after
participating in the recovery of the Apollo
16 moon capsule in May 1972.



U.S. Navy Photo

USS Ticonderoga (CG 47) gets underway from its homeport at Naval Stti on Pasca-

goula on Dec. 12, 2000. The fifth USS Ticonderoga was built at Ingalls Shipyard in
Pascagoula, Miss., and commissioned in 1983.

The fifth
USS Ticonderoga
(1983 - 2004)

Theked laying for thefifth USSTiconderoga took
place on Jan. 21, 1980. It was launched on April 25,
1981. The ship was christened USSTiconderoga (CG
47) by theFirst Lady, Nancy Reagan, the ship’s sponsor,
on May 16, 1981, in front of more than 9,000 military
andaviliandignitaries. Shewashuiltin Pascagoula, Miss,
by what isnow Northrop Grumman Ship Systems, Ingdlls
Shipbuilding, andwasinitidly homeportedin Norfolk, Va
Shemeasures 567 feetinlength, 55 feet inthe beam, and
displaces 10,200 tons.

Ticonderoga wastheworld' sfirst surface combatant
equipped with the AEGI S combat system, the most so-
phisticated air defense systemintheworld. It wasde-
signed to defeat attacking missilesand providequick re-

actionto ded withtheanti-air warfarethreat faced by the
fleet. In addition to the AEGI Sweapons system, she car-
ried two Vulcan Phalanx close-in weapons systems
(CIWS), two 5"/54 guns, two MK 26 guided-missile
launching systems, oneLampsMark I11 helicopter, over-
the-sidetorpedoes, and HARPOON anti-ship missiles.

Immediately following her commissioning,
Ticonderoga compl eted one of the most ambitiousand
arduous eva uationsin modern warfare history, demon-
strating awarfare capability under threat environments
that would have overwhemed other shipsof their time.

This demonstration of awesome fire power led
Ticonderoga to depart Norfolk, Va. on her first opera-
tiond deployment only ninemonthsafter entering thefleet.
Serving astheflagship for Commander, Cruiser Destroyer
Group 8, Ticonderoga served as Force Anti-Warfare
Commander for the Battle Group. Inanintenseopera
tional environment, Ticonderoga exceeded all expecta-
tion by cons stently demonstrating the superior capabili-
tiesof theAEGI Ssystem, earning thewel |-deserved name
“Shield of theFlet.”

Initsfirst year of operationit earned eight of eight
warfare, engineering and seamanship avards— anti-air
warfare, anti-submarinewarfare, anti-surfacewarfare,
electronicwarfare, command and control and communi-
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l U.S. Navy Photo

USS Ticonderoga (CG 47) leads the
‘Parade of Ships past the twin towers of the
World Trade Center in New York City as
part of Fleet Week activities, April 29, 1989.

cations, mobility, damage control, engineering and navi-
gation/deck seamanship

At the conclusion of itsfirst deployment, Chief of
Naval Operations, Adm. James D. Watkins, said,
“Ticonderoga has established anew benchmark of ex-
cellencefor Sixth Fleet operations... and animpressive
new tactical dimens on characterized by 100 percent to-
ta sysemavailability.

During the ship’ssecond deployment to the M editer-
ranean Seain March 1986, Ticonderoga headed the sur-
faceaction group that crossed the' Line of Death’ inthe
Gulf of Sidraoff thecoast of Libya.

After hostilitiessubsided, the ship conducted anum-
ber of port visits and NATO exercises throughout the
Mediterranean. Ticonderoga demonstrated its opera-
tiona verstility operatingwithforegnnaviesandair forces
including Spain, Italy, Greece, and Turkey.
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During the ship’sthird deployment, 1987-1988, the
Ticonderoga worked with anumber of naval assetsin-
cluding the battleship USSIowa (BB 61) and theaircraft
carrier USSMidway (CV 41). It conducted exercisesin
theNorthAtlantic, the Mediterranean Sea, theNorthAra-
bian Sea, the Gulf of Oman, and theIndian Ocean, earn-
ing its Sailorsthe distinction of “Blue Noses,” “ Shell
Backs,” and“ Suez Safaris,” respectively.

After thelraqgi invasion of Kuwait on Aug. 2, 1990,
Ticonderoga transited the Suez Canal onAug. 8tolead
the Eisenhower Battle Group into the Red Sea.
Ticonderoga was the first ship to report on station to
support Operation Desert Shield. During thefirst 14 days
of the operation, the ship served asboth theanti-warfare
and surface screen commander for theinitial Red Sea
Battle Group consisting of the USS Dwight D.
Eisenhower (CVN 69), USS Scott (DDG 995), USS
John L. Hall (FFG 32), USS Suribachi (AW 19), and
USNS Neosho (T-AO-143).

Ticonderoga deployedin support of Operation Desert
Storm for asecond timein September 1991. The ship
transited the Suez Canal accompanying the carrier USS
Dwight D. Eisenhower battle group. During al4-day
period from Oct 14 - 28, the ship transited the Red Sea,
Bab El Mandeb Strait, Gulf of Aden, North Arabian Sea,
Gulf of Oman, andfinaly the Strait of Hormuz.

Over the new year of 1994, Ticonderoga’'screw was
steaming in the southwest Caribbean Sea, providing pri-
mary detection, tracking andidentification of aircraft fly-
ing from Columbiato point northward. The ship mea-
sured its success by the numerous number of aircraft it
detected and handed off to Drug Enforcement Agency

U.S. Navy Photo

A RIM-66 Standard-MR/SM2 (medium
range) missile is launched from USS
Ticonderoga (CG 47) during tests near the
Atlantic Fleet Weapons Training Facility,
Roosevelt Roads, Puerto Rico, April 8,
1983.



(DEA) assetsthat resulted inthe arrestsand confiscation
of illegal narcotics. One operation included therecovery
and subsequent destruction of morethan $19 millionworth
of marijuana (50 100-1b. bales).

Ticonderoga returned to Pascagoulafor thefirst time
snceitscommissioningin March 1994, totakepartinthe
“ AEGISAlphaand OmegaCelebration,” honoring the
Ticonderoga and her youngest sister the last AEGIS
guided-missilecruiser Port Royale (CG 73), also built at
Ingalls. Hosted by Ingalls, the City of Pascagoula, and
the Gulf Coast chapter of the Navy L eague of the United
States, the weekend event concluded with areception
and commentsfrom the president of theIngalls shipyard,
themayor of Pascagoula, Rear Adm. George Huchting,
director of PMS 400 (AEGIS program), and the com-
manding officersof Ticonderoga and Port Royale.

Through the spring and summer of 1995, theshipwas
assigned to NATO Task Force 060, and operated inthe
Adriatic Seain support of Operation Deny Flight and
Operation Sharp Guard. Itsdutiesincluded theclosesur-
veillanceof airgpaceand aircraft operating inthevicinity
of BosniasHerzegovina. InAugust, the Ticonderoga con-
ducted plane guard operationswith the USSTheodore
Roosevelt (CVN 71), and aided intheair coordination
of several of the Roosevelt'sair strikesagainst land tar-
getsinBosnia.

Ticonderoga shifted itshomeport from Norfolk, Va.,
to Pascagoula, Miss., in June 1996, becoming part of the
U.S. Navy'sWestern Hemisphere Group. Ticonderoga’s
focus changed from U.S. Navy battle group operations
to independent steaming and working with South Ameri-
can naviesduring counter-narcoti cs operations.

Theship'sfirst deployment out of Pascagoulabegan
in September 1996. After abrief stop in Haiti for two
community service projects, the ship transited the Panama
Canal and began patrolling for narcotic smugglersinthe
Eastern Pacific Ocean.

OnOct. 9, Ticonderogalocated the Ecuadorian fish-
ingvessel ‘Don Celso,” suspected of smuggling cocaine.
Morethan 6.8 metric tonsof cocainewerefound hidden
compartments. Ticonderoga'sfirst drug bust wasthe sec-
ond largest cocaine shipment intercepted at sea.

Ticonderoga commenced a“ smart-ship” indallation
designedtoreplaceand og control sysemswithnew digita
systemsinApril 1999. From August 2000 to December
2001 the ship participated in aseries of intense opera
tions. During thistime Ticonderoga’spersonnel tested its
“gmart-ship” indalation, acted asflagshipduring UNITAS
41-00Atlantic Phase, and successfully conducted ahighly

U.S. Navy Photo

U| conderoga (CG 47) underway off
the coast of Pascagoula, January 2001.

compressed and challenging inter-depl oyment counter-
narcoticsoperation.

Their effortsled directly to narcoticsinterdictionsto-
taling 1,340 poundsof cocaine, two ‘go-fast’ smuggling
vessels, 10 prisonersand three support vessels.

Ticonderoga wasthefirst ship out of Pascagoulato
participatein Operation Noble Eagle, after the Sept. 11,
2001, terrorist attacks on the World Trade Center and
the Pentagon, serving as South-East Sector Air Defense
Group Commander.

Ticonderoga was under theimmediate superior in
command of Destroyer Squadron 6 during most of the
ship’stenure at Pascagoula. A few monthsprior toits
decommissioning, aspart of the Chief of Naval Opera
tions Fleet Response Plan, training personnel and main-
tenancefunctionsweretransferred to Destroyer Squad-
ron 14.

USSTiconderoga (CG 47) returned to its homeport
at Naval Station PascagoulaonAug. 3, 2004, after com-
pletingitsfina and most successful deployment. Theship
set anew record for counter drug operations, completing
sx interdictionsin fivemonths, netting morethan 14,000
pounds of cocaine, and detai ning 25 suspects.

Ticonderoga’s continuous excellencein servicewill
be remembered asthe ship isdecommissioned and struck
fromtheactivelist of Naval vesselson Sept. 30, 2004. It
will betowed from Pascagoula, Miss., tothelnactive Ships
Maintenance Facility in Philadel phia, Pa. Final disposi-
tion has not been determined.
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A map of Fort Ticonderoga, N.Y., with the old and
new lines and batteries, drawn from an actual
survey other authentic information, 1777.

The battle for
Fort Ticonderoga
(10 May 1775)

InMarch 1775, Samud Adamsand Joseph Warren,
asmembersof theCommitteeof Correspondence, inBos
ton, sent an agent on amission of political observationto
Canada. Theagent advised (from Montredl) that the post
of Ticonderogashould be seized after the commencement
of hodtilities

Eight daysafter thebattleof Lexington, severd gentle-
men of the House of Assembly of Connecticut concerteda
private schemefor the capture of thesamepost. They col-
lected 16 volunteers, and Colond Easton, whojoined them
a Pittsfield, Mass,, with another 40 or 50 volunteersfrom
hisregiment of militia. When they arrived a Bennington,
V1., acouncil of war installed Ethan Allenin command.
BenedictArnold, who hadjust arrived from Ipswich, Mass,
toraisemenfor the sameobject, claimed thecommand by
virtue of asuperior appointment. Thesoldiersrefusedto
be so commanded, and Arnold went asavolunteer.

Allenfound aguide, Nathan Beman, on thelake op-
posite Fort Ticonderoga. Nathan knew every nook of the
fort, and every path to approach it, and often visited the
boysof the garrison. Eighty-three men crossed thelake
before daybreak on May 10, 1775. Beforethe sunrose,
Allen had entered the gate, and formed histroopsonthe
parade between thebarracks. Ther cheersroused thed egp-
inggarrison.

Thesentinel at the gate snapped hismusket at Allen
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then retreated. Another sentinel wounded an officer, but
was cut onthe head by Allen, and surrendered. No other
resistancewas made. Allen, led by Nathan, hastened to
theapartment of Capt. Delgplace. Hecalled at thedoor, in
avoice of thunder, for the commander to appear, or the
garrison would be sacrificed. Thecommandant, who was
asgood adeeper ashewasasoldier, rubbed hiseyes, and
asked by whose authority hewas summoned to surrender.
TowhichAllenreplied, “Inthenameof the Great Jehovah
andthe Continenta Congress.”

Thecaptainraised hisvoiceto expostulate, but Allen
lifted hisswordto strike, onwhich thegarrisonwasgiven
up. The prisonerswere: one captain, onelieutenant, and
48 privates.

It wasagreat advantage to this country to possess
thepost. Additionally, therewere 120 pieces of cannon,
with swivels, mortars, and small arms, and stores.

After the surrender of Fort Ticonderoga, Benedict
Arnold assumed thecommand of thefort, and remainedin
command until General Sir John Burgoynerecapturedthe
fortinMay 1777, holding it until hissurrender a Saratoga,
N.Y.,onOct. 17, 1777.

Commanding Officers of
USS Ticonderoga (CG 47)

CAPT Roland G. Guilbault, USN
January 1983 - February 1985
CAPT Raymond M. Walsh, USN
February 1985 - March 1987
CAPT JamesM. Arrison |11, USN
March 1987 - August 1989
CAPT MorrisC. Foote, USN
August 1989 - June 1991
CAPT Edward F. Messina, USN
June 1991 - June 1993
CAPT GaryA.Sorm, USN
June 1993 - June 1995
CDR CharlesT. Bush, USN
June 1995 - December 1996
CDR David G. Yoshihara, USN
December 1996 - June 1998
CDRKingH. Dietrich, USN
June 1998 - June 2000
CDR Glen R. Searsll, USN
June 2000 - January 2002
CDR Glenn W. Zeidersl 11, USN
January 2002 - September 30, 2004




